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ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 
Sunday 01.05.22; Easter 3C 

Service Transcript 

Intimations 

 

Introduction and Prayer 

 
Good morning.  It’s good to see you again.  Welcome to our worship.  Wherever you come 

from today, your presence enriches us all in this time of fellowship and celebration together. 

 

In a moment of quietness, let us let go of the cares and the worries of the past week, and 

know the presence of God among us. 

Pause 

 
Prayer 

Risen Lord, present with us here, feed us by Your Spirit, 

that we may go from here to tend your sheep, and do so in your name and for your sake.  

Amen 

 

Call to Worship: 
Jesus calls us to walk with him, to eat with him, and to work with him. 

As his friends, his guests, his disciples, let us praise him with all our heart, 

and serve him with all our strength. 

Let us worship God: 

 

1st Hymn 172 Sing for God's glory 

 
Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray: 

In this day, fresh-made; in the chorus of birdsong, 

in the scent of blossoms; wet grass; spring flowers; 

we know that God is with us. 

 
Be still, my soul, for these few minutes, 

be still, and know the warm breath of his Spirit, gently embracing; 

the quiet words of his Spirit, gently uplifting. 

 

Be still, my soul, for these few minutes. 

May we know his blessing, his healing power, 
for we come together in love, in trust, in expectant hope. 

 

To the God of the new day, the God of new beginnings, 

we lift our hearts and our voices in praise and prayer, 

remembering the newness he gives to the world 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ; 

for the stone has been rolled away, the grave is empty, 
death has been overcome; darkness turned to light, 

because Christ is risen, risen in our lives. 

 

To the Risen Christ we lift our hearts and our voices in praise and prayer, 

for his is the power that reaches all hearts, 

his the sacrifice that challenges our indifference, 
his the victory and the triumph, 

his the glory that enfolds the earth. 
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May the Risen Christ touch again our hearts and our lives; 

may he come in power and in glory to all nations 

and make the kingdoms of this world The Kingdom of God. 

In his name we pray, and we pray as he taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 
 

Readings: Shona will read for us today 

1st Reading: 

Acts 9:1-6; (NRSVA) 

 

The Conversion of Saul  
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to 

the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found 

any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now 

as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 

around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you 

persecute me?’ He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are 

persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.’  
Amen.  

 

2nd Reading: 

John 21:1-19 (NRSVA)  

Jesus Appears to Seven Disciples  

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he 
showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the 

Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 

Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will go with you.’ They 

went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.  

 

Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have no fish, have you?’ They answered him, ‘No.’ 

He said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.’ So they 

cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That 

disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard that it was 

the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the lake. But the other 

disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, 

only about a hundred yards off.  
 

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus 

said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.’ So Simon Peter went aboard 

and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them; and though 

there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ 

Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ because they knew it was the 
Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 
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This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the 
dead.  

 

Jesus and Peter  

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love 

me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to 

him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He 
said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ He 

said to him the third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he 

said to him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; 

you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you 

were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when 

you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you 

and take you where you do not wish to go.’ (He said this to indicate the kind of death by 
which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’  

 

Amen.  Thanks be to God. 

 

2nd Hymn 458 At the Name of Jesus 

 
Message: 

Today’s reading from John’s Gospel is a bit strange.  If we look at the end of the previous 

chapter, chapter 20, we find: 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 

book.  But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  (John 20:30-31) 

That seems like the ending of the Gospel, but here in Chapter 21 it seems to start up all over 
again.  It has been suggested that Chapter 21 was added later, and perhaps even by 

somebody else.  That needn’t bother us.  What concerns us is that it has some very important 

things to say. 

 

The story tells us about another of these strange occasions when Jesus ‘showed himself to 

the disciples …. but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus’. 
The story has freshness and wonder: sunrise, a large catch of fish after a night of hard and 

fruitless work, a picnic by the lake.  There is an overall feeling of something accomplished, 

something achieved, that now needs to be put into practice; the realisation that what Jesus 

has done opens up a new life, full of new possibilities and new challenges. 

 

For those of us with a knowledge of the Gospels, and the events that went before this, there 
is a sense of drawing a line, of moving on.  The disciples in the boat with their nets, and 

Jesus’s call, “Come and have breakfast” takes us back to the day when Jesus called them, 

“Come, follow me”, but this time their lives are to be taken in another direction.  As Jesus 

hands out the bread and the fish we remember the bread and the wine of his last meal on the 

night he was betrayed. 

 

I’ve always wondered why the writer of the Gospel is so specific about the number of fish: 
153.  Down the years many suggestions have been offered, both ingenious and obscure.  One 

of the most plausible was offered by the fourth-century A.D. Catholic priest and theologian 

Jerome, who suggested that the 153 represented all the known species of fish, and 

symbolises the fact that someday all people of all nations will be gathered together to Jesus 

Christ.  The net stands for the Church, and the fact that it was not broken means that there is 

room for all. 
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Maybe this is a vivid way of telling us that the Church is as universal as is the love of God 
that we see exemplified in Jesus Christ, without exclusiveness on grounds of race or colour or 

anything else, in which case it is significant that it was Peter who hauled the net ashore. 

Or maybe it just means that someone was curious enough to count the fish.  Whatever the 

explanation, it does remind us of God's unstinting, extravagant provision for his people; an 

extravagance born of an entirely unselfish loving concern for every person. 

 
The open-air breakfast on the beach maybe makes us think of the feeding of the 5,000.  And 

there is a charcoal fire: memories of the charcoal fire in the courtyard on the night of Jesus's 

arrest.  Then there is a conversation that Peter needed, anticipated, but must have dreaded: 

three times Jesus asks him, “Do you love me?”. 

Like Peter, we are reminded of that awful night when he denied that he knew Jesus.  Now 

those three denials are balanced and put aside as Jesus’s questions are turned into 

commissions: “Feed my lambs … Tend my sheep … Feed my sheep.” 
 

If, in the beginning of the Gospels, Peter – and the others – had thought that being ‘a fisher 

of men’ meant a high-profile job, and being admired and loved, now there is the realisation 

that the calling to follow the crucified and risen Jesus will be grim and costly, and will 

ultimately lead to his death.  If, in the beginning, Peter followed Jesus out of a kind of hero-

worship, he now takes up the job Jesus gives him without any illusions.  He will be faced with 
difficult and terrible situations as he takes on the awesome responsibility of caring for people 

as Jesus did, of sharing the love of God, the hard and dangerous job of bringing the Christian 

community - the Way – the Church - into existence. 

 

Jesus doesn’t say to Peter, “I love you and trust you”: he says “Do you love me?” 

If Peter is to fulfil the task Jesus has for him, he has to realise that loving God is not about 

getting, but about giving.  So do we. 
 

This isn’t just Peter’s story; it’s our story too, as individuals and as a faith community.  The 

Resurrection invites us to start afresh.  We are forgiven, we are completely loved.  If we think 

we are in a rut, trapped by the way things have always been, Jesus invites us to cast our nets 

on the other side of the boat: to take a fresh look at things.  Very important at a time when 

we are facing big changes in the Church here in Orkney, and throughout the country. 
Our reading from Acts shows us another of the leaders on whom the Church is built accepting 

his commission from Christ: the dramatic, almost violent, experience that has become almost 

a cliché among writers and speakers who may not even know where it comes from – the 

‘Damascus-Road conversion' that completely changed the life of Paul from implacable enemy 

of the Church to one of its greatest evangelists. 

 
This story is so well known that maybe we lose sight of how extraordinary it was, and it is 

worth remembering that sometimes it is misunderstood and misused.  Some Christians 

suggest that, unless you have a ‘Damascus Road experience’, you are not really a Christian at 

all, but, of course, many people grow up in the Christian faith and, thoughtfully and 

prayerfully come to full commitment to Jesus Christ. 

 

Although Paul never met Jesus in the flesh, he and Peter have something in common: just as 
Peter had to learn to let go of any ideas of greatness he might have had when he started to 

follow Jesus, so Paul had to let go of all the things he thought he knew, and start again.  We 

see that God reaches out to different people in different ways.  How might he be reaching out 

to you today? 

 

Somebody said that St. John’s Gospel is ‘a stream in which children can wade and elephants 
swim’. 

 



5 

 

5 

 

Of all the New Testament writers, John has the greatest insight into the eternal mysteries, 
the eternal truths, into the very mind of God, and it is often said that many people find 

themselves closer to God and to Jesus in John’s Gospel than in any other book in the world.  

We look on Peter and Paul as founders of the Church.  They accept their responsibilities for 

God’s people because they know, or come to realise, their own need. 

 

People sometimes suggest that Paul, who travelled to the ends of the known world to spread 
the Gospel of Christ, had a greater influence on the development of Christianity than did 

Peter.  John recorded the incident we have read about today to show Peter as the great 

shepherd of Christ’s people.  Both had their parts to play.  So do we.  We are called not only 

to proclaim the love of God as we see it in Jesus, but to act on it.  That means setting aside 

fear, and the restrictions that fear imposes upon us, and embracing love as the basis of every 

action we undertake.  God needs our hands, our voices, our hearts to affirm, and re-affirm, 

his love in our place and our time. 
 

We may not be able to think like John, or to understand fully the deep spirituality of his 

Gospel; we may not be able to go out to far distant places and preach like Paul, but every 

one of us can follow the example of Peter, and the example of the Good Shepherd himself, in 

shepherding his people.  There are people in this congregation and in every congregation, 

who do just that: who look out for others who are going through difficult times.  Every one of 
us can help feed the lambs of Christ with the food of the word of God. 

 

In the morning light of Resurrection, there is no need for guilt and fear.  We are forgiven, 

loved, and free, and we have some sheep to feed. 

Amen.  Soli Deo Gloria. 

 

3rd Hymn 509 Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult … 
 

Dedication of Offering and Prayers of Intercession. 

Let us pray: 

For the blessings of this and all our days, 

Gracious God, we thank you. 

Accept, we pray, not just this money 
but also our lives freely offered in gratitude for all you have done for us.  Use them, and us, 

in this place and wherever you might take us.  Amen. 

 

In our prayers of intercession I invite you to join in the responses: 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
Let us pray: 

We bring to God our prayers for the world and its peoples; 

for their needs, and for ours. 

We pray for the Church worldwide, for those who meet in glorious buildings, 

and for those who meet in tiny rooms, or outdoors, 

for we are all part of the same family. 

 
We give thanks again for the message of Easter, 

for the Risen Christ who continues to trust us with his Good News, 

and who, in his never-faltering care for us, 

continues to stand by us, even when we stumble along the way. 

In return, may we commit ourselves anew to stand by him, 

to love him, and strive to follow in his example. 
May we especially find ways to work with him in feeding his sheep. 
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As individuals, and communities of the people of God, may we find in him the courage to 
follow wherever he may lead us. 

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Jesus is risen, but the troubles of the world continue. 
In his presence we think of those places where war and violence and destruction are an 

everyday reality; where innocent lives are expendable in the pursuit of misguided ideals, 

where truth is distorted for political purposes, and respect and love give way to hatred and 

suspicion.  Today we think especially of the war in Ukraine. 

 

May those in power, and ordinary people everywhere, find ways to be the heart, the hands, 

the voice of God, to encourage understanding and bring an end to conflict. 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Where earthquake, storm and flood, and natural disasters of all kinds cause death and 

devastation; where poverty and disease bring misery and suffering, 
may resources be more fairly distributed; 

may those more fortunate learn to manage with less, so that others can have more. 

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

At this time we pray for those we know who are sick, and for those who care for them, at 
home and in hospitals, that they will find the strength, love and kindness 

to equip them in their task. 

We pray for all those who have lost loved ones, 

that they may know the presence of Christ in the words and the touch of others. 

 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

 

We bring to God our prayers for the people and the circumstances that cause us special 

concern today. 

Pause 

 
As we are so richly blessed, may we find the grace to share the love of God  

as we go about our daily lives. 

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

In Jesus’ name we ask.  Amen. 
 

Choir: Breathe on me Breath of God 

 

Tailpiece: 

In our Gospel reading today, Jesus is cooking on the shore. In our day, we might call it a 

barbeque.  While preparing the message for today, I found some interesting facts about 
Barbecues. 
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Lexington, North Carolina calls itself ‘The Barbecue Capital Of The World’.  It attracts over 
200,000 visitors every October to its annual BBQ festival, where it serves up more than 

15,000 pounds of meat. 

 

I also came across an interesting definition of a BBQ: 

A barbeque is when a woman shops, then creates lots of salads, dressings, sauces and 

puddings, organises cutlery, plates, napkins and drinks, while a man burns some sausages 
and burgers, and then asks the woman how she enjoyed her night off ... 

 

Let us conclude our worship with: 

Hy 577 Christ be beside me 

 

Blessing 

May Jesus bring abundance where there is scarcity, 
confidence where there is fear, purpose where there is staleness; 

may each of us know his forgiveness, his love and his blessing, 

in the days ahead and always. 

 

And the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be with you, and remain with you,  

now and always. Amen. 

 

Doxology: Hy 786 (Tune: Ae Fond Kiss) 


